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Week 4 of VCT: Our άtŜǊŦŜŎǘ DŀƳŜέ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ wŜŀŎƘ

! άtŜǊŦŜŎǘ DŀƳŜέ ƛƴ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǇƛǘŎƘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ 
team from getting a hit, but never allows a runner to reach base.  In the history of the 
game, there have only been 23 perfect games pitched!  It is one of the rarest feats in all 
of sports.

Within the agricultural realm, we want the crop to be perfect.  We want our GPS 
ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅέΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴŎƘ ǾŀǊƛŀƴŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŜŘ 
depth to be consistent, regardless of the soil conditions.  Programs for planting different 
hybrids across the field are becoming commonΧ ƴƻǘ to mention the perfect population 
of seeds to match the soil types.  Our fertilizer application needs to match the analysis 
of the ground on which it is placed.  Nitrogen application is critical.  Too close and we 
have issuesΧ ǘƻƻ far away and we have issues.  Even though we control these variables, 
ǿŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ άtŜǊŦŜŎǘ /ǊƻǇέΗ

To make it more impossible, we add the variables that we do not control.  Mike Toohill 
has drawn up his perfect recipe for June weather.  I certainly hope that Mother Nature 
reads Week 4 of the VCT to know exactly what we need during the month of June!

Week 4 is really a mixed bag, but from the cheap seats it seems like we had overall 
improvement, while some problems seem more defined and here to stay.  A lot of 
conversations revolved around North Dakota and parts of Minnesota.  It would certainly 
seem like recent rains have slammed the door shut on corn-planting.  On the other 
hand, there seems to be an over-arching improvement to the majority of our crop tour 
area.

No. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ άtŜǊŦŜŎǘ DŀƳŜǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ-business.  Most years, we have to 
make that occasional call for a relief pitcher to make an appearance.  At ASNA, we are 
always waiting in the bullpen to close out a victory when the crop is on the line.
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Hartwell Huddleston

Leland, MS

ÅRice pictured 
ÅVERY optimistic about 

potential
ÅWe continue to see 

great conditions
ÅSoft red wheat harvest 

to begin soon
ÅCorn and soybeans 

looking great

Mississippi
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Wiscons in

Bryan Kilgora

Denmark, WI

ÅAlfalfa cutting is 
underway

ÅAlfalfa yields may be a 
little below normal with 
the cooler temperatures 
this year
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Gary Saylor

Bellefontaine, OH

ÅVariable conditions due 
to spotty rains

Å In my immediate areas 
things look very good

ÅQuite a bit of fieldwork is 
continuing through the 
week

ÅA lot of areas in the field 
are just staying wet with 
small planting windows


